First Gala Dinner Organized by BirdLife Asia
Finished with Great Success

Dr. Keiko Suzue — Head of Program Development, BirdLife Asia
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In order to conserve biodiversity and combat climate
change. BirdLife has launched the world-wide ‘Forest of
Hope™ programme. which helps prevent deforestation and
restore natural forest. BirdLife Asia hosted a charity gala
dinner party to raise funds for the project at the Grand
Hyatt Hotel 1n Tokyo on October 30 in the presence of
Princess Takamado, Honorary President of BirdLife
International. The dinner party was a great success with
501 participants, while the originally planned number of
participants was only 400.

Through an auction and sales of raffle tickets. BirdLife
Asia could raise as much as 19 million yen in proceeds. In
addition, we received a donation of five million yen from
a business firm for the reforestation of rainforests in the
Philippines. One of the reasons for the great success could
be attributed to the participation of many celebrities such
as host Ms Yu Hayami, guest Mr CW Nicole. pianist Ms
Mari Kumamoto, magician Mr Masayoshi Tsuchiya and
his company, the auction host Mr Motoki Tani and live
painting from Mr Tsutomu Mori.
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Princess Takamado, Honorary President of
BirdLife Intemational, gave a speech at the
BirdLife’s gala dinner party.
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